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Old Lady. and has Family. 


12 ; Time dj lived 
in a Market Town 
cloſs by the Side of a large 
oY navigable River. Being born 
with good 0 Talents, and having 
from her Youth' a Head for, Buſineſs, 
at her firſt Coming into Life /ie kept 
Ar the Huberdaſpery ' Way, and 

turned the Penny very well, by deal - 
ing in Tapes, Incles, Kerſeys, Sc. In 
Proceſs of Time, by ſpendingitittle, and 
faving a gener deal; by following certain 


a B thrifty 


" N JT 377 1 
* 8 


1 


ktbrifty | Proverbs, delivered down to her 
from her Grandmother, ſuch as Al- 


« ways keep a Penny in Store, Look be- 
&« fore yon leap, a Stitch in time ſaves 
« nine, &c. ſhe found herſelf in very 
eaſy and comfortable Circumſtances. Her 
Trade was now ſp. much enlarged, and 
her Shop-men ſo very numerous, that ſhe 
thought be might very well retire from 
behind the Counter, and leave the Ma- 
7 aeg of her domeſtic Affairs and Fa- 
mily to the Direction of ſome of her old 


aid Servants, on whoſe Fidelity ſhe 
might ſafely rely. She ſignified her In- 


tentions to all her Shop- men, who hum- 


bly adviſed her to make choice of about 


twenty-fix elderly Men, of grave Deport- 
ment and ſolemn Countenance, to over: 
look her Houfhold, which was nom grown 
as magnificent, as. any Duke's in the 


Lund. To this the Ola Lady made no 


other Objection, than that ſhe thought, 
out. of common Decency to her Sex, a 
Dozen of the Number, at leaſt, ſhould 


always be old Women like berſelf; which 


Propoſal, as it was in no reſpect unrea- 
ſonable, was inſtantly complied with, as 
well as ever after mnvgriably obſerved. 
e 


. 
Though to each of theſe e Chas 
rafters the Care and Management of a 
particular Diftri or Part of her Houſe- 
hold was affigned; yet the Old Lady, out 
of her charitable Goodneſs to theſe ſu- 
perannuated Servants, allowed to every 
one the Privilege of keeping ſomebody un- 
der him, to do his Buſineſs for 255 ſhe 
extended her Compaſſion ſo far, as to 
let them take their Turns in riding in 
her old faſhioned; lumbering Coach; al- 
ways inſiſted on cheir bein g claatbed very 
warm, whenever they came into her Pre- 
ſence, and ſo contrived it, as to give 
them little more Trouble and Fatigue in 
this Office, than that of eating beartily, 
and ' drinking plentsfully at her Merry- 
| makings, of which, as ſhe loved \Hoſþio 
tal 9. the had, a n 8 wake Teer. 


When the Ol Lady wr emed Shop, 
ſhe applied to the ne:ghbouring Lord of 
the Manor for his Licence, as well as his 
Protection. Both theſe were granted her 
on a ſolemn Compact, that ſhe ſhould 
perform Suit and Service to him, and 
appear at his Court Baron, and Court Leet, 
as + fray, as he fued out ee 


1 | . 5 ac- 
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accordin g to the Cuſtom, either in Perſon 
or by her lawful Deputy or Deputies. It 
was farther agreed, that ſhe ſhould have 
all her Privileges ſecured: to her, fo long 
as ſhe kept herſelf unſiſpected of having 
any Dealings, by Letter or otherwiſe, 
with à certain foohkſh, nonſenfical, half 
witted Fellow, who pretended to have the 
real Right of the Manor veſted in him, 


but having 10 juſt or legal Grounds to go 


en, he was forced to fly his Country, and | 
to get into the Houſe of as great @ Rogue 
as himſelf, for fear of jy, +a anne ng as 


| al he _ ought to be. Man 


ught he Part of the one's ain 8 


1 _ do quite 2 by "he Old Lady; 


but as Infere ace rality, will get 
the better e a ſake of the 
one, ſhe gave up the other, tempered her 


Prejudices with Caution and Prudence, 


and forced her Paſſions to become {i - 


: Aan to her Advantages. 


In order, Wa > to biceps: th wich 


the Lord of the Manor, and not to run 
the Hazard of being Peer at the 
_ Coutt- annually held by him, ſhe efſta- 
Bliſhed a Cuſtom of chuſing four Per. 


. ſons 


(3) | 
ſons out of her Houſhold 1 appear iu ber 
behalf at it; who, by the Lord of the 
Manor o were to continue in this 
Character and Capacity for three, Ax, or 
| fever Years, as his Pleaſure ſhould di- 
rect; at which time ſhe. made a freſh 
Choice, and as a Mark of her great Im- 
partiality, ſhe ſuffered May one of her 
Domeſtics and Shop-men, to give bit 
Opinion as to the Swficrency of the Ser- 
vant who offered bimſelf, from the Ma- 
jor-domo, who did the Honors of het 
Table down. to the army Seu iu. rs 


11 N now I pe e 
of Time brought on the Period, in which 
her old Deputies were to quit their Of- 
fices, and a Power of Attorney was to 
be "renenved; either to them, or any w_ 
others, who, from Merit, or 
which latter generally held a very Aung 
Bias, —_— be taken |; into this Sort men 
| e eee . I 


These W ee _ 8 a 
rations, made; as be eaſily conceived; 
+ great Noiſe and Uproar 
| I Ladys 


= 2 
Lady's Family. The Peace and Sobri- 
ety of it was immediately diſturbed : 
The uſual Duty and Buſineſs interrupt- 
ed: The Stewards Table began to grow 
mutinous, and of courſe every Thing 
was together by the Ears, in the Ser- 


vants Hall. Even the belt”, *diſpoſed of 
them, who for the five or ix laſt Years 
had kept quietly at their Work, in their 
different Callings, from the Garret down 
to the Cellar, now ran bawling about the 


Streets like Madmen, loo d big, kept 


tbeir Hats on before their Betters, ſwore 


they were free- born Men; and as an In- 


ſtance of their licentious Natori of Free- 


dom, they would for Two-pence, ' bid 


. the old Lady, nay even the Lord of the 
| Manor Sn If kills their 1 0 


Theſe m Proceedings made 


the old Lady very uneaſy : Her Reſt was. 


broke every Night by the late Hours the 
Family kept, N by the Noiſe and Di- 
ſturbance which Drunkenneſs generally 
brings with it. The principal Object, 
therefore, in view, was to reduce as 


ſoon as poſſible, every Thing again to 
ſober Order and „ ee by ſeeing 


= berſelf 


* 


50 


herſelf the ' Perſons, who came recom- 
mended to her Service, and to examine 
into their Characters, as they lay open 
before her, either from her own perſonal 
Knowledge, on a former Trial, or from 
what other People writ, or ſaid of them, 


or from what they either o writ or ſaid ＋ 
85 eee L | 3 


| + The largeſt. Room in * hex Eu was 
opened. for this Purpoſe, and amidſt the 

numerous Aſſembly which ſoon filled it, 
there appeared ſeveral Perſons dreſt in 
white Frocks, which was a Diſtinction of 
Habit particularly at this Time put on by 
thaſs who intended to offer rare 


The firſt that appeared in this Dreſ 
was SLEEPY BEATLE, who had been zz 
ber Service before, and thought ; that 
| ge be a ſufficient Reaſon for his be- 

g taken into it again: But he did not 
— ſider that in the Courſe of many\Years 
he had done nothing to work himſelf into 
the old Lady's Eſteem, or to advance his 
Character: He had a Drowfneſs about 
him, which is a maryellous Impediment 
Þ | _ he and an Underſtanding 
| * 


———— ũ 
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| elogged continually: with Doubt and Per- 


He was frequently ſeen feeping 
in Corners, or eating. pickled ' Herrings 
with dirty Fiſhermen, when hie ought to 
have been minding the old Lady's Buſi- 
neſs; at the Lord of the Manor's Court. 
If his Advice was aſked, he never gave a 


dire Anſwer, This was thought by 


ſome to be owing to a cautious Judgment, 


which ſeldom determines - haſtily; but 


others imputed it to a perplext Imaging- 


tion, which never can comprehend” di- 


Ainctiy. And yet theſe. grave, and o- 


like Talents, gave to the happy Proprie« 
tor of them, not only his Flatterers, but 
Admirers, If any —— the: Houſe- 


7 maids had loſt ſome Money, he was the 
cunning Man, who was 2 eat the Hi 


gure, to ſet the Sive and Sie, to de- 


rect the Thief. If any Difference hap- 


pened between the Footman and Stable- 
„be was to. retontils it. Theſe; and 


fach like Feats, made him be called tbe 


Oracle of the Family; and indesd this 
Allafion was quite applicable to him, for 
like an Oracle he pretended to underſtand : 
more than he tnew;, © _ was oh am. 
#yguous 1 in nnn | 


Bop 


CS). 
| Bos STiLY, advanced next, who urgs 
ing his. Pretenſions very modeſtly, was 
anſwered by the Old Lady, That ſhe 
ee had no Objection to his Character, and 


* therefore would have him in her 
GY Tenne ; 


7 


Every body ſmelt Dreky Prot as 


foon as he came into the Room, from 


the ſtrong Smack of the Anchovey which 
ſtill hung about his Cloaths, tho' they 
were now all over embroidered with Gold, 
and lined with Szle. He brought his 
written Character in his Hand, which 


he got ſome better Pen-and-ink Man, 


. than bimſelf, to dra up; or elſe the 
Old Lady would have been at a Loſs to 
have known what were his Pretenſions ': 


For tho ſhe had been over perſuaded to 
make him one of her Upper-ſervants 


(which ſhe had repented:of more: than 


once, from finding he was: 1 Friend to 
the preſen Lord of the Manor,) yet ſhe; 


thought he had ſome: Modeſty in him, 


which would have been a Check to his. 
8 Forwardneſs, if he conſidered what: be 
was, and what he aimed to be. She; 
therefore, GT bo: only put himſelf 
DW in 


7 
0 
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Two) 
in her Way, to receive the ordinary Com- 
pliments paid to zew-married Men; for 
ſhe concluded he had Bufineſs enough at 
home, to employ any one reaſonable Man 
and, therefore, out of Tenderneſs to his 
1 Bride, (for the Old Lady was mighty con- 
a 1 fiderate) ſhe could not be ſo unconſcion- 
able as to defraud ber of any of Dicky's 
Services. Add to all this, that ſhe very. 
much //peFed (for Reaſons beſt known 
to herſelf) Dicky's Performances in every 
| Relation, : 


©  _- Cries Grisxin now came in view, 
G. 3 with his white Frock curſedly beſpat- 
j / tered with Dirt; which he got by try 
| ing at the Service of a Tripe-woman, 
on the: other Side of the River. He ne- 
ver really minded the Old Lady's Buſi- 
neſs, from the Time he got his l Riſe 
in her Family: And of late, inſtead of 
waiting and. attending on . her Concerns, * 
as he ought to have done, he was idling 
| away his Time among Strollers and Gyp- 
=} ies, ts whom he was very partial, and 
; woas weak enough to believe he ſhould 
N better his Situation in the Family, be- 
cauſe theſe Fortune telling Jades on _ 
| | : 8 


( 17) 
fing his Hand with a Silver Six-pence; 
pretended to ſee ſome Good coming to 
him on the Line of Life. He wanted to 
get at the Speech of the Old Lady, that 
he might aſſure her of his moſt faithful 
Services; but his Brethren of the Cloth 


adviſed him to with-draw, for they were 


ſure, the Old Lady would look on every 
Thing he faid, as @ mere Gaſconade. 


Juſt at this Time a fall Figure, appa- 


ralled in a long Chak, large Wig, and 
broad Bever, which he vail d to nobody, 


came ſtalking very ſoberly acroſs the 


Room; he would have paſſed thro un- 
noticed had not the Old Lady ſpy' d him 
out, and “ Sure, ſays ſhe, (or my Eyes 
« are worſe than uſual) that muſt be 
% Joun BARNaRDINE. My oldejt Deputy 
© to ſerve me ſo! But old Men, as well 


ce as old Women, will have, I find, their 


« Humours. — However, he might have 


« juſt paid me the Compliment.” 


In the midſt of theſe Reflections, 
WILL ALEWORT. preſented him- 
ſelf; the Old Lady chuckled, when ſhe 


To 2 222 


SD gen. 


1 by WiLL's Dreſs, what his Inclina- 


(12) 

tions were. WII had a Clevernefs and 
Dexterity about him, which ſo /rongly 
attached him to the Old Lady, that ſhe 
was determined never to diſcard him, as 
long as he would continu? in her Service. 
WIIL had Parts that took the Old 5 00 8 
Senſe and Meaning like Lightning; 
Hint, or half a Word ſpeaking, x 
enough for WiLL. He had her Intereſt 
ſo much at Heart, that he conſtantly ex- 
amined the T n Bills, and made 
the proper Deductions; on the Renew- 
al of any of her Leaſes, he ſhewed his 
Fidelity 1 in getting larger Fines than any 
Body, as well as his Honeſty in not tak- 
ing one Half-penny by way of Pound- 
age, But nothing pleaſed the Old Lady 
more than WII. L Good nature and Com- 
paſſion, in charitably glſiſting ſome . 
poor fatherleſs and * Children in 
their Maintenance, which the Old Lady, 
great as her Circumſtances were, and 
fond as ſhe <was of the Orphans, could not 
long have continued, unleſs W1LL had be- 
flirred himſelf. He was ſo ready a Fel- 
low at delivering a Meſſage, that when 
te had . Thing of Conſequence fo of 


72 


4 Orph—n's F——4, 


5 A | 
of, or ſay to, the Lord cf the Manor, while 
his. Courts were fitting, ſhe always in- 
truſted. him with it. When he came 
there he explained his Lady's Meaning ſo © 
clearly, attended to every Part of her Re- 
queſt ſo diligentih, and replied to all Queſ- 
tions /o honeſtly, that he always had the 
Good-luck to bring à better Anſwer from 
the Court than ſhe expefed. Tho the 
other three Deputies looked with an 
Evil-eye on WILL, for having the Aſſu- 
rance to prefer the Old Lady's Intereſt to 
his own, which had never been either 
their Intent or Practice; yet the other 
Parts of the Family reſpected him much 
for it; and if they had any Points of 
their own to carry, they were as ſure of 
his Willingneſs to ſerve them, as they 
were almoſt certain of having a flat Re- 
fuſal from the reſt. If any Perſons want- 
ed to have their Watches + nich d, and 
better regulated, W 1LL's Spectacles were 
on his Noſe in an Inſtant, and the Buſi- 
neſs was done in a Trice. He was like- 
wiſe a Dab at recovering bad Debts 4 for 
them, and no leſs lucky in getting A. 
ney out of the Fire ||, WILL having been 


. | better 
+ Were B=ll. 4. + G==gia Bill. 


Pp CA rccy at N N. A-—-m—ca. 


- 


£44) 


better brought up than the others (for 


| he could write without mr/-ſpell;ng the 
Words) had all thoſe Notions - of Ele- 
gance, which for the moſt Part attend a 


liberal Education. This made him feel 
for all the Old Lady's female Relations 


and Dependants, when a Report had got 
abroad, that by ſomè terrible Accident 


or other, they were in Danger for the 
future of wearing nothing better on their 


Heads by Way of Ornament than Ferret 


and Galoon, or than Serge and Linſey- 
Maolſey, for their Church-going Gowns; 
His Complaiſance therefore to the Ladies 
made him take their Caſe into Conſidera- 
tion, and he fo effectually removed the 
Hardſhip intended to be pr upon them, 
that he preſerved to the Old Lady's 
Grand-daughters, the becoming Privilege 
of vifiting their Couſins in a fl} Gown 
and Top-knot || ; and even to their Cham- 
ber-maids the comfortable, and cleanly, 
Enjoyment of a Printed-linnen t, to take 
a Walk in, on a Sunday's Evening. The 
Women always acknowledged theſe Fa- 
yours, with a Curtfy, whenever they 
7” = met 

At for imp—g R—w Sk from Per—3, by 
the Caſp—n 8—4 f Gum-denega, . 
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met WILL in the Street; and the Shop- 


keepers (at leaſt a great many of them) 


never thought of him, but with Grati- 


tude; for by gy and many other Acts 


of his, he not only extended the Old 
Lady's commercial Intereſts, and enlarged 


her Capital, but kept ſome thouſands of 


her inferior Servants from Ruin and Beg- 
gary. 


Preceded by Marrow- bones and Cle- 
vers, by the Sound of brazen Kettles, 


by the Drumming of Oiſter-barrels, by 


the Winding of Cow-horns; and all other 


Inſtruments emblematic of Noiſe, Diſſo- 
nance, and Emptineſs, WiLL HURRI- 
CANE comes riding in on an empty Pun- 
cheon. He would have come much 


ſooner, but was delay'd by letting off a 
number of Squibs and Crackers in the 


Streets, in order to alarm the Neighbour- 
hood, and get a great Mob at his Heels. 


This Set of valuable Friends had upon 


every Occaſion given him the moſt di- 


ſtinguiſhing Marks of their Favour and 
Countenance. Nor was this to be won- 
der'd at; for his Abilities were fitted 


molt exactly o the Sixe of their Under- 


ſtandings. When he came upon the 
Old 


N 
— 


Y T6} 
Old Lady's Premiſes, few could give any 
Account of him, but that he was no 
ways cpnnected with the Family ; that 
he was no Native; and that half a dozen 
 Black-a-moor Fellows were always with 
him, whom he treated like Slaves, and 
offered to Sale, as if they had been 
Horſes. But he ſoon fo dextrouſly got 
the Cry on his Side, by amw/ing, and 
dazling the Family with fpouting Smoke 
and Flame out of his Mouth ; by mak- 
ing bid Fire; throwing his Tourbillons 
about; flouriſhing on the Keftle-drums ; 
playing at Snap-dragon, and other ſuch 
Gambol-like Faculties, that, on the Death 
of one of the Old Lady's Upper-ſervants, 
his good Friends ſpit in his Mouth for 
good Luek, clapt him on the Back, hoiſt- 
ed him on their Shoulders, carried him 
by force into the Old Lady's Hall, and 
told her d—mn her, it ſhould be the 
| worſe for her, for they would blaſt Her 
Eyes and blow her Brains out, if ſhe did 
not immediately take him into her Ser- 
vice. The Old Lady by no means re- 
liſh'd this Cut- throat Proceeding, but 
thinking it prudent ſometimes to give 
Way, ſhe yielded to he Clamour; . 8 
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Ln) 
ſhe had occaſion to buy a great many 
Turbuts, Lobſters, &c. ſhe made him 
Overſeer of the Fiſh-quarter, as being 
beſt able to encounter with the ſort of 
People who {ell that Commodity. Hav- 
ing got his Footing in her Family, and 
being of an ambitious Temper, he aſpir- 
ed to be one of her Deputies. He was 
ſenſible the Old Lady knew little or no- 
thing of his Talents; ſo ſtanding a Tip- 
toe on his Puncheon, he made the fol- 
lowing Harangue, I d with 4 the 


May it pless your pam, and | you 


4 Brethren of the Cloth: 


t Benumbed wich the moſt ſtimulat- 


* ing Anguitn, intoxicated with the 


© blackeſt Melancholy, I have long ob- 


„ ſerved all Decency and MoRaLiity 


i unriveted from their Spheres, and hang- 
& ing looſe in their Sockets. I pine! I 


| © droop! I ficken ! when I contemplate 
= CORRUPTION, when I conſider 
3 © to what a Degree it has infuſed its poi- 


ce „ ſonous Fang- teeth into the Minds of 
— this Family ; : m_ like the * 
1 


618) 

« Cancer in the Zodiac, has cauſed fach 
a Solſtice in the Regions of TrAarric 
«© AND INDUSTRY, that no ſenſible Ad- 
vance has been made in either of them, 
« When Things ſtand till, metaphori- 
cally ſpeaking, they go backward. 
Could any one lead the [abor:ous Squa- 
drons, with a maſculine Reſolution, be- 
« yond this Point of Retrogradation, it 
« would be a Benefit to Mankind; wor- 
« thy the Power of a God, and to be 
« paid with Altars. But I come not 
ce with a Bruſh in my Hands, to give 
myſelf a White-waſh. I come not 
into your Preſence ſacrificing Incenſe 
up to my own Vanity, But give me 

leave to fay, I have a Toncue ! an 
© ELOQUENCE ! a SouL ! to ſpeak! to 
* move! to rouſe! I perfectly under- 
ſtand the ConsT1TUT1ON of your Fa- 
mily, though I never lived in it three 
« Days; LIBERTY herſelf ſmiled on my 
Nativity, and I have an HEART that 
wiſhes all Things were FREEDOM, tho 
«'T was born among SLAVES, and 
ſucked the Dugs or CANNIBALS. But 

I come not with a Trumpet in my ! 
Hand, to ſound the Mn/tcr-roll of h 
3 | on 
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* RUPTJON in the ve 
with a Hand ſteady enough to hold 
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own Praiſes. For ſuch is the bare- 


* faced CORRUPTION, that lurks in the 
| Breaſts of the Servants of this Family, 


that no honeſt Man dare venture the 
Shipwreck of his Character, to the 
Gall of Miſrepreſentation. Give me 
leave to tell you, that DETRACT1oN 
has drawn her Sword, Hypockisy 
has thrown by her Scabbard, and that 


CoMMERCE lies gaſping at every Vein : 


For ſo open a Defiance is given to Ix- 
TEGRITY, that her uncorrupt Abettors 
are ſecretly wounded in the Dark. But 
I come with 'a pruning Hook in my 
Hand, to 5/a/z this over-grown Cok- 
Bud, I come 


the Balance of your LIBERT V and 


c PROPERTY, and well qualified, Ma- 
* damn, to weigh your great conſtitutional 
$ Points i in their proper Scale. My ex- 


ternal Property 1 is great, your Servants 
know it; they have py Word for it. 
My internal directing Mind within, is 
as great as my external Property with- 
out; than which nothing poſſibly can 
be greater, except that great and ho- 


F** neſt Heart of my own, which 8 0 


2. : 77 308 my 


9 * * 


2 r r <A baba, 
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81 my Pen, which hifts my Voice, which 


a 
A 


rouſes the ſleeping rt of LIBERTY, 
** and fires the Indolence by which our 
* Family ſuffers. I, who am pofieſs'd 


„ of THESE GREAT QUALITIES, may 


* be juſtly called, to uſe a for-ever- 
te to-be-admired IMacr, a GREAT, I 
* VERY GREAT MAN.” 


While he .was thus combolling. and 
taking his Paſtime, Leviatban-lthe, in 
the great metaphorical Ocean of Elo- 
quence ; the poor Old Lady, quite over- 
whelmed with bis Tropes, gaped, yawn- 


ed, and was juſt falling aſſeep: But be- 


ing ſtartled with the 7 Pmobeſ with 
which he mouthed his laſt Words, ſud- 
denly rouſed Herfelf up, and put an end 


to the Meeting, by telling them, that it 


was clearly far the Good of the whole 
F amily, that they ſhould prefer old Ber- 
NARDINE to be one of the new Depu- 
ties, becauſe he was her oldeſt, and well 
experienced Servant. 'That they ſhould 
tkewife prefer WILL ALEWORT, be- 
caufe he had ſhewn himſelf both zea/ozs 
and able. As to the others, ſhe would 


leave them to their own Jadgments, * 
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2}: 
this Caution, to pitch upon thoſe wh 
beſt knew the relative Interefts between 
the Family, and the preſent good Lord of 


| the Manor, and who having lived long 


in her Service, had riſen gradually in her 


Family, and could have no Points to pur- 


ſue, but what were ſtrictly connected 
with the Good of it. | 
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